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Christmas in Darwin is unique;
our multicultural community
and tropical climate means we
celebrate a little differently to
the rest of Australia.
Whether you’re cracking open a cold one
by the pool, heading out for a fish, staying
indoors and cranking the AC, or jumping on a
plane to reunite with family and friends — this
magazine will help you find the perfect gifts for
your loved ones and celebrate Christmas in
true Territory fashion.
From locally made items and crocodile
belts, to the latest Yeti cooler and fashion
accessories, there’s a fantastic variety of
options for gift-giving this year. The best part?
They’re all available from stores right here in
Darwin city.
We’ve also pulled together some tips and
tricks to style your Christmas table and a full
list of events happening in the city throughout
November and December.
If it’s been a while since you’ve been in to say
hello, or you’re after something a bit different
for this festive season – Darwin city is the
place to go.

Cover image Jetski proudly supplied by 007 Adventures

It’s safe to say the past couple of years have
been challenging. Operating in an everchanging environment has really applied the
pressure to businesses across all sectors.
But we’ve seen positives shine through the
negatives. We’ve seen our local community
support our businesses strongly. We’ve
dined out more and explored more of our
beautiful Territory.
Throughout 2021, we’ve seen
new businesses open up and
our annual event calendar has
remained busy!
The Darwin Street Art Festival expanded
across the Territory, with new artworks
painted in Tennant Creek, Katherine and the
Northern Suburbs. The Festival also helps to
create reasons for people to stop along the
Stuart Highway with the addition of painted
road-side rest areas.

The demolition of the Chan Building has
progressed the Darwin City Deal and created
a new space for the Darwin Laksa Festival,
the grassed area providing the perfect location
for larger events and activities. As we move
towards the end of 2021, we look forward to a
positive New Year. We’re sure that 2022 will see
growth and opportunity in Darwin’s CBD and
we can’t wait to share it with you.
On behalf of the Activate Darwin Advisory Board
and team, we wish you a Merry Christmas. Stay
safe and we will see you in the New Year.
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Love boutique
shopping in the city?
Want to say thank you
for a job well done?
Keen to support
local businesses
this Christmas?
Darwin city’s Boutique Dollars
are the answer.
Available in $10, $20,
and $50 vouchers.
Another year is passing us by, and from the Darwin City retailers, we
can’t thank Darwin enough for embracing local business and immersing
themselves in all that Darwin has to offer.
Without mentioning the C word, Darwin City retailers have welcome the
opportunities presented in 2021, creating increased local spend in our
stores and catering to the increase in domestic tourism, all the while
practicing safe COVID measures to continue keeping our community
safe and COVID free.
These factors have provided Darwin city the incentive to maintain the
momentum of being a destination for families, shoppers, diners, tourists
and of course, business.
With the committed support of the Darwin community
and Territorians, businesses have stayed open, have
provided increased offerings, and we have seen some
exciting new products expand the variety to shop, eat
and play in the city.
We could not let the opportunity pass to express our thanks to the NT
Government for the continued support provided to small businesses;
and the City of Darwin for the continued provision of the MyDarwin
vouchers to stimulate spending. All round it is a win win for our city.
It is with a renewed commitment that in 2022, the Darwin City Waterfront
Retailers Association will present a refreshed look and continue to
advocate on behalf of its retail members with stakeholders like the NT
Government and the City of Darwin. As relationships strengthen with
fellow industry associations, a stronger collective voice, and the prospect
for collaborating on activities to enhance the city’s offering will grow.
As we approach Christmas, on behalf of retailers, we thank Darwin for
their continued support by supporting and shopping local. We wish you
a Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year.

Andrea Wicking
General Manager, DCWRA

Redeemable at a variety of
Darwin city retailers. Available
from the Darwin City Waterfront
Retailers Association.
Email admin@dcwra.com.au
Phone 0428 872 367

Recharge, rehydrate and reconnect at the Darwin
Waterfront during the festive season. Sit by the water’s
edge, have a splash in the lagoon and unwind to the
sound of summer while dining at one of our
world-class restaurants.
Throughout December, celebrate
Christmas with your friends and
family by viewing our stunning
Christmas tree and decorations, or
book your end of year celebrations
at a Waterfront venue.
To add a little bit of cheer, free
on-street parking kicks off on
Wednesday, 1 December. If you’re
wanting to cool off during Darwin’s
tropical summer, buy a ticket to
the wave lagoon between 1 to 27
December and receive unlimited
entries throughout the month.

We look forward to celebrating with
you at our New Year’s Eve event. If
you haven’t purchased your ticket,
jump on waterfront.nt.gov.au today
to secure your spot and bring in
the New Year with 8 x ARIA Award
winner, Amy Shark.
Thank you for supporting our
Waterfront businesses and
community throughout 2021.
Have a safe and happy Christmas,
we look forward to seeing you soon.
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NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER

NOV

Tactile Arts Christmas
Craft Fair

The Christmas Choir

Darwin Convention
Centre

6pm

Christmas Tree
Lighting and
Waterfront
Free
Decorations

20–21

26

26

Hilton Darwin Lobby

DEC

27

Darwin Waterfront

9am–3pm

DECEMBER

4

Darwin City
Brass Band

Christmas in the City Christmas Craft & Fun

Make your own Ice
Cream with Cold Rock

Raintree Park The Mall

Darwin Galleria

Cold Rock Darwin

10am–11am

10am–1pm

11:30am–12:30pm

Free

DECEMBER

DECEMBER

11

18

Christmas in the City Christmas Craft & Fun

Make your own Ice
Cream with Cold Rock

Darwin City Brass
Band

Darwin Galleria

Cold Rock Darwin

Raintree Park The Mall

10am–1pm

11:30am–12:30pm

10am–11am

DECEMBER

4

NOVEMBER

24

Darwin City
Santa’s Village
Westlane Arcade via
Vic Courtyard

Free
10am–1pm
9:30–11:00am/11:30–
1pm (Every day excluding
Sunday’s)

20&21
Shop 2A, Voyage
Arcade 38-42 Smith
Street Mall
yangfangjinglin@gmail.
com 0404 871 380

NOV AND DEC

Leading up to Christmas head
to the city to enjoy a range of
family friendly activities.

Christmas in the City with
Tip Top Circus

10am–1pm

20 & 21 Nov
4&11 Dec
Events subject to change. Head to
activatedarwin.nt.gov.au for details.

Free

Free
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NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER

Make your own Ice
Cream with Cold Rock

Darwin International
Laksa Festival

Cold Rock Darwin

State Square

11:30am–12:30pm

3–10pm

27

28

Free

DECEMBER

3

Free

Darwin City Lighting
the Christmas Tree and
Christmas shopping in
Star Village
Smith Street Mall
4:30–7:30pm

DECEMBER

DECEMBER

DECEMBER

Carols by Candlelight

Darwin Crystal
Christmas show

Darwin City
Brass Band

Travelodge Darwin
Resort

Raintree Park The Mall
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Darwin Amphitheatre
6:30–8:30pm

12

11

Free

10am–11am

Various times

DECEMBER

DECEMBER

18

31

Christmas in the City Christmas Craft & Fun

Make your own Ice
Cream with Cold Rock

Darwin Galleria

Cold Rock Darwin

10am–1pm

11:30am–12:30pm

Celebrate New
Year’s Eve at Darwin
Waterfront
Darwin Waterfront
4:00pm–Kick off 5:30pm

DECEMBER

4, 11 & 18
Join Jinglin as she shows you
how to make a freshwater pearl
and wood bracelet, and a set of
Christmas earrings.

Shop 2A, Voyage Arcade
38-42 Smith Street Mall
yangfangjinglin@gmail.com
0404 871 380

11am–12noon
Activities change each
day but will include:
x Christmas Crafts
x Music
x Christmas Fairy and
Gingerbread Man
x Balloon Twisting

Festive Face Painting
Christmas Elves
Elf Glitter Faces
Little Elves Workshop
Make a Christmas
Lantern
x Santa’s Little Critters
x
x
x
x
x

x Animal Encounter
x Christmas Carols
Singalong
x Jumping Castle Fun
x Bubbles and Hula Fun
x Glitter Tattoos
x Christmas Crafts
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1

2

4

3

1.
2.
3.
4.

Natural Deodorant and Lip Balm. From Splash, Natural Deodorant $19.95 each, Lip Balm $12.
Hamper. From Aboriginal Bush Traders, $360.
Crocodile Belt. From Delaneys Country & Western Store, $285.
Mulga Wood Pearl and Diamond Pendant, From Creative Jewellers, $1,999.

CHRISTMAS 2021
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2

1

3

4

5

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Larrimah by Caroline Graham & Kylie Stephenson. From The Bookshop Darwin, $32.99.
Handmade Box of Soaps. From Damadi Skincare, $6.50 per soap.
Mr Consistent Cocktail Mix. From Lulu and Daw, $35.
Various Camera Products. From Camera House Darwin.
Paw Paw Planter, From Me and My Llama, $85.
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1

3

2

4

5

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Backpack. From Aboriginal Bush Traders, $80.
Selection of Scrunchies. From Paul Arnold, $25.
Baby onesie. From Lulu and Daw, $38.
Baby Suit. From Ginger Pink $45.
Pool Ring. From Messa, $29.95.

CHRISTMAS 2021

2

1

3

4

5

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Hat. From Splash, $38.
T–Shirt and Shorts. From Splash, T–Shirt $39, Shorts $89.
Yeti Drink Bottle. From Fishing & Outdoor World, $54.95.
Beach Towel and Carry Bag. From Splash, $55.
Dress. From Albertini, Under $200.
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1
2

3

5

4

6

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

7

Le Panier Hat. From Bowerbird Darwin, $35—$45.
Candle. From Messa, $30.
Tiwi Sculpture. From Aboriginal Bush Traders, $190.
Ammos Sandals. From Me and My Llama, $99.95.
Hair & Beard wax and Solid Cologne. From Messa, Wax $30, Cologne $30.
Earrings. From Embella, $165.
Cockatoo Ring, From Bowerbird Darwin, $129.

Table setting by Mel and Lou
from Sekada Homewares

At Sekada we love
a well styled table.
Here are a few tips
for anyone wanting
to go the extra mile
this Christmas.
When setting your
table, consider and
include the following
to make your guests
feel special.

Set a theme
Creating a colour scheme
or theme for your event
will make it easy to select
items for your table.
Layering
Use a tablecloth,
placemats, table runner,
napkins, plates and
decorations to build a
series of layers. Finishing
with name tags, plants
and decorations.
Textures
Create interest by using
different textures on
your table. Such as
linen cloth, rattan,
timber and ceramics.
Flora
Make your table look
fresh by adding greenery
or flowers. Forage in
your neighbourhood
and garden to collect a
selection for your table.
Candles
Add atmosphere and a
softing light to your table
for daytime but especially
at night.
Range of heights
Use stands and trays to
add different heights.
Tableware
Select complementary
tableware and glasses.
Reward Hospitality who
generously supplied the
tableware can help you
select the perfect pieces
for your Christmas
table setting.

Tableware
provided
by Reward
Hospitality

SERVES
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In my family, Christmas traditions abound. We love to
get together and celebrate the festive season both in the
lead up to December 25 and on the day.

Then there’s the rocky road making, which has long
been something the eldest grandchildren do with their
Nana. This takes place much closer to Christmas,
mostly to stop sneaky little fingers eating all the sweet
treats before the big day.
And each year, we all receive a photo calendar from my
Mum, an essential in helping us keep track of all the
birthdays and significant anniversaries in the year ahead,
each one marked with photos we all supply that have
been taken in the year just gone.
Being able to celebrate with loved ones makes our
Christmases very special, and the list of traditions has
grown along with the family. My wish for the people of
Darwin is a safe and happy Christmas surrounded by
those you love.

5 min

INGREDIENTS
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DIFFICULTY

Easy

Christmas Negroni premix punch
This summertime negroni premix can rest in
your fridge before you transform it into punch
on Christmas day. Adding passionfruit and
raspberries gives this negroni a summer kick,
and once you marry it with champagne it will
make for the most refreshing celebratory sip
this Christmas.

We get started in October with the making
of the family Christmas cake. Each year,
everyone has to ‘have a stir’ of the cake
batter and make a wish before we bake the
traditional Christmas fruit cake.
We’ve got it down pat now, even with some of the family
living interstate. The younger family members take turns
to stir the cake mixture for their Aunt, Uncle and cousins
living elsewhere with video streaming making it possible
for them to be part of the fun.

PREP

1

METHOD

INGREDIENTS

Combine the vermouth,
Campari and gin in
a jar and chill until
ready to use. When
ready to serve divide
passionfruit and
raspberries between
6 glasses, top with
some ice and divide
negroni premix. Top
with Champagne or
sparkling and serve.

1/2 cup vermouth

Written by Warren Mendes
delicious.com.au

1/2 cup campari
1/2 cup gin
3 passionfruit,
flesh scooped
125g punnet
raspberries
1 bottle champagne,
chilled
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Did you know there’s a place, not far
away, where you’ll find all that you
need for that magical stay?
Give the gift of an experience this Christmas!
Pick from scenic flights, or outback nights.
Take in the parks or Aboriginal art. You could
book a river cruise, or a room with great views.
Take a trip to the hot springs, or discover cool
market things. Book yourself and your loved
ones into a luxury retreat or find a camping
spot that’s hard to beat.
Tourism Top End’s hot picks for
Christmas gifts:
1

Scenic flights
Get a bird’s eye view of the spectacular
Top End Tropical Summer and soar over
the immense waterfalls, flood plains and
spot wildlife from above. Choose from
planes, helicopters, shared experiences
or private charters.

2

Fishing charters
Glide through lush billabongs, big tidal rivers,
mangrove-lined estuaries or cast a line off
one of the Top End’s beautiful islands. You
could hire a boat, bring your own, or take
a fully-guided fishing safari. There are even
remote fishing lodges for a longer stay! Give
the gift of fishing this Christmas, every type of
angler and every type of fishing experience is
catered for.

3

Staycations
Give the gift of a staycation, and plan a
weekend not too far away in one of the Top
End’s luxury stays – or choose from deluxe
hotels, cabins, safari tents, island stays and
more! Spend less time travelling and more
time enjoying your next adventure with your
loved ones.
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Shop 1/32 Star Village Smith Street
Mall Darwin City
(08) 8941 1233
sales@creativejewellers.com

Modern Australian
Wood Grill Kitchen

Check Out the
New Look of Bella
Open 7 days
from 12pm to late
LUNCH
HAPPY HOUR
DINNER

Open 7 days
from 4.30pm to late

HAPPY HOUR / DINNER

OPEN

Christmas Day Lunch
New Years Eve
bookings essential

Christmas Parties
New Years Eve
bookings essential

WHARFONE.COM.AU
T: 8941 0033

BELLADARWIN.COM.AU
T: 8941 0900

FLYING TO
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EVERY DAY

Photography: Tourism NT

AIRNORTH.COM.AU

1800 627 474

Prepare for your
festive season with a

Juice cleanse program
Order online
or in store

www.theharvestpress.com

1/ 18 knuckey street
Darwin city, NT 0800
info@theharvestpress.com.au

Mon- Fri: 6:45 am- 3:30 pm
Sat: 7:30 am - 2 pm

Shop 5 Star Arcade,
32 Smith St Mall,
Darwin

Coasters

Modern Australian
Wood Grill Kitchen
Open 7 days
from 4.30pm to late

HAPPY HOUR / DINNER

Ceramics

OPEN

Christmas Day Lunch
New Years Eve
bookings essential

Ethically & locally made
clothing, jewellery and more.

Shop 4/33 Cavenagh Street
gingerpink.com.au

WHARFONE.COM.AU
T: 8941 0033

OPEN
M–F 9am–5pm
Sat 9am–3pm
Sun closed

Keeping you looking and feeling
cool, calm and comfortable
Beat Darwin’s hot tropical climate in stylish top
brand cotton, linen and rayon garments for
women (sizes 8–24) and men (up to 3XL)

GIFT
VOUCHERS
ALSO
AVAILABLE

8981 5001
Shop 21, The Galleria, Smith St Mall Darwin
safari@ozemail.com.au

safarileisurewear.com.au

Authentic Indigenous
art bush food & medicine
homewares gifts
Shop 4, The Vic Arcade
Smith Street Mall
P: 8931 6650
E: info@aboriginalbushtraders.com
W: aboriginalbushtraders.com

